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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION OF ARTUKOVIC CASE WITH YUGOSLAV 
EMBOFF 

REF: ZAGREB 167 

1 . DUSAN STRBAC, YUGOSLAV EMBASSY COUNSELOR FOR CONSULAR 
AND LEGAL AFFAIRS. MET WITH SCA DEPUTY ADMINISTRATORS 
LAWRENCE AND LEBEDEV, WHILDEN OF L, MOSHER. YUGOSLAV DESK, 
TODAY TO DISCUSS ARTUKOVIC CASE. STRBAC WISHED TO KNOW 
DEPARTMENT S POSITION ON ARTUKOVIC’S DEPORTATION, THE 
STATUS OF CASE, AND WHAT LEGAL ACTION YUGOSLAVIA COULD 
TAKE AGAINST OTHER "WAR CRIMINALS" IN THE U.S. 

2. IT WAS EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT ARTUKOVIC CASE WAS IN 

THE HANDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, IMMIGRATION SERVICE, 
AND THAT THEY MUST DECIDE WHETHER TO REOPEN DEPORTATION 
PROCEEDINGS. WE EXPLAINED THAT THE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION 
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WOULD PREVENT INS FROM REOPENING PROCEEDINGS. IT WAS 
EMPHASIZED TO STRBAC THAT THE QUESTION FOR THE U.S. WAS 
NOT WHETHER ARTUKOVIC WAS A WAR CRIMINAL BUT WHETHER HE 
ENTERED THE U.S. ILLEGALLY. IT WAS ALSO STATED TO HIM 
THAT IF THE YUGOSLAVS WISHED TO TAKE LEGAL ACTION AGAINST 

OTHER "WAR CRIMINALS" IN THE U.S. THEY SHOULD PRESENT THE 
INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WHICH 
WOULD FORWARD IT TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES. 

3. THE CONGRESSIONAL "APPEAL" DESCRIBED IN REFTEL WAS IN 
THE FORM OF A LETTER FROM CONGRESSWOMAN HOLTZMAN AND TEN 
COLLEAGUES TO THE SECRETARY. REPLY WAS SENT OVER ASST. 
SECRETARY MCCLOSKEY'S SIGNATURE ON DECEMBER 16 STATING 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT WAS STILL IN MIDST OF COMPREHENSIVE 
REVIEW OF CASE. WE ARE NOW ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE IF 
STORY COULD HAVE BEEN PICKED UP FROM U.S. MEDIA. KISSINGER 
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